i58               MARY STUART.            ACT iv.

For your own safety, seeing your countrymen
Sought your destruction, and to that swift end
Required to have you yielded up to them,
As was before said.

Mary Stuart        Nay, then, I will speak.
I am not afraid   It was determined here
That I should not depart: and when I was
Demanded by my subjects, this I know,
That my lord treasurer with his own close hand
Writ in a packet which by trustier hands
Was intercepted, and to me conveyed,
To the earl of Murray, that the devil was tied
Fast in a chain, and they could keep her not,
But here she should be safely kept

Drury.                                         That earl

Was even as honourable a gentleman
As I knew ever in that country bred

Mary Stuart. One of the worst men of the world

he was:

A foul adulterer, one of general lust;
A spoiler and a murderer.

Drury,                            Six weeks long,

As I remember, here I saw him; where
He bore him very gravely, and maintained
The reputation even on all men's tongues
In all things of a noble gentleman :
Nor have I heard him evil spoken of
Till this time ever.

Mary Stuart        Yea, my rebels here